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Quad City Games at Centennial Park
Finishes Off Busy 2018 Season
By James Robertson Ward, Editor, The Clishmaclaver

Another season of activities promoting Clan Heritage was capped by
the well-attended Quad City Games at Davenport’s Centennial Park alongside the Mississippi River. The promoters drew a crowd by making it a
“Celtic” event as well, and this year added a full-length Rugby game. The
Quad City Irish Rugby Team was featured.
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The conventional Scottish “battles of brawn” heavy games attracted a
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Clan Donnachaidh was there with a double- tent to welcome visitors
and members for greetings and refreshments. Thanks to those members who
helped with the hospitality chores. As usual, visitors were interested in their
family tartan and other details of their Scottish family history.
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Many vendors of refreshments, Scottish attire, and accessories were
on hand. Thanks to the promoters who made this free event possible.

Davenport Highland Games and Celtic Festival

Happy Holidays
Clan Donnachaidh!

Page 2

November 2018 Clishmaclaver

Clan Donnachaidh Annual General Meeting
Sept. 16th, 2018 Minutes
Opening Remarks and Attendance
President John Reid opened the meeting at 10 a.m. at the Thunder Bay Grill in
Davenport, Iowa. Present were: Ben Kuhl, Tiffany Kuhl, Sally Olson, Jessie
Read, Russ Read, Mary Jane Robertson, Robbie Robertson, Brenda Robertson,
Dick Robertson, Gordon Wilber, Patricia Wilber, and Lynn Wood.

President’s Report
President Reid reported on the gathering in Scotland and the delivery of our
Greeting Card to Struan’s 80th Birthday celebration. Our participation at the
various Highland Games went well and he thanked all who came out to support
the tents.

Secretary’s Report
Lynn Wood read the minutes from the October 7, 2017 AGM and Russ Read
made a motion to accept them. The motion to second was made by Jessie Read
and the motion was approved.

Treasurer’s Report
Mike and John Reid presented the Treasurer’s report and the approval was moved
by Dick Robertson and seconded by Patricia Wilber. After all bills are paid, the
Treasury is in a positive condition. Members who wish a detailed report can
request it by e-mail from Mike.

Membership Report
Patricia Wilber reported how grateful she was to Ben and Tiffany Kuhl on how
much they have put into setting up a new electronic membership program to get
us into the 21st century for annual enrollment.
(continued on next page)
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(Minutes Continued)
Ben explained that we are now in the modern world and we can pay our dues on
line. (Explanation appears elsewhere in the Clishmaclaver.) We now have 73
accounts and there will be a computer at every Highland Game.

Quartermaster Report
Russ Read reported that he is resigning as Quartermaster. He also detailed the
purchase of a trailer, as authorized at the Spring Council meeting, for $2,500.
Russ and Jess donated $500 toward the purchase. The trailer will be storing all the
Clan materials to be taken to the Games. The trailer will be stored securely at the
Curling Club in Northbrook, IL., with Mike and John keeping an eye on it. Russ
has added some shelves for item storage. Gordon moved that the Treasurer expend the $2,000 balance due to Russ, and the motion was seconded by Patricia.

New Business
Officers for the coming year were named; Patricia Wilber will stay on for another
year as Membership, and Lynn Wood will continue as Secretary. Luke and Pagan
Robertson offered to hold the Annual General Meeting at the Lavonia, Michigan,
games on August 3rd, 2019. It is a one day event. It was suggested that Struan
could be invited, and his attendance would increase attendance. Luke and Pagan
were asked to look into hotel rates and other attractions in the Michigan area.
Sally Olson reported her attendance at the 80th Anniversary/Birthday event in
Pitlochry, Scotland and she had a wonderful time. The Chief’s son and daughterin-law were in attendance. Sally spoke about her interest in having her father’s
DNA test done, and urged Clan members to explore the DNA program. (An
excerpt from the Clan website is included elsewhere in this issue).

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded; adjournment 11:30 a.m.
Lynn Wood, Secretary
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Chicago Scots Celebrate 173rd “Feast of the
Haggis” at Cultural Center on Dec. 1st
Pipers and drummers will be on hand to liven up the Chicago Cultural
Center in downtown Chicago as Chicago Scots and their guests celebrate the
“Feast of the Haggis”. Beginning in 1845 the event has carried on despite wars,
depressions and fires to celebrate Scottish culture and to enjoy a fun evening.
During the evening the event will have the usual “Toast to the Haggis”,
plus a number of distinguished honorees. Alex Gourlay, co-chief operations officer for Walgreens Boots Alliance will receive the Distinguished Citizen Award.
The Kinswoman and Kinsman of the Year Award will go to Jennifer and Allan
Garraway for their volunteer service to the Illinois Saint Andrews Society.
Proceeds from the event benefit Caledonia Senior Living and Memory
Care, located in North Riverside, IL. Further information about ticket purchases
can be obtained by calling Kristen Burnett at 708-426-7127.

Drummer in action at the 2017 Feast
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International Gathering Brings Leaders
Together in Celebration and Reports
Pictured below are leaders of Clan Donnachaidh who gathered in Pitlochry, Scotland, to celebrate and work together to keep the society moving forward. On the following page you will find the report that Christy Lange, the International Vice Chairperson, gave to the Annual General Meeting.
Sally Olsen, a member of our Branch, reported for the Upper Midwest
Society, and presented our greeting card honoring Struan’s 80th birthday!
Continue on to the next page for Christy Lange’s report.

Back row from left:
Stuart Robertson; Duncan Huie; Donald Reid, Vice Chairman; Suzi McNutt; Ron Hobson;
Jonn Duncan; William Duncan;

Front row from left:
Chief Gilbert Robertson of Struan; Catriona Macaulay, Clan Secretary; Gillespie Robertson, Chairman;
Christy Duncan Lange, International Vice Chairperson; Stephanie Robertson, DNA Coordinator

Not present for the photo:
Tim Duncan, DNA Coordinator; Colin Robertson; Rev. Jim Reid, Chaplain; Brian Robertson, Webmaster
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I.V.C. REPORT TO 2018 AGM
Another year has passed quickly and John and I are happy to be here for this special celebration
Gathering. At each AGM, we take a count of those attending from the overseas branches. Please
raise your hand if you are a member of a Clan Donnachaidh Branch outside the U.K. Count: 50.
We welcome all.
We currently have 21 Affiliated Clan Donnachaidh Branches worldwide, plus five areas with an
Official Representative. In 2017 we added a Representative in the country of Spain, Emilio Guevara. Several of the branches have a new president for 2018; Florida Branch, Rob Gibsone; in
Northern California, Don Roberts, John Reid at the Upper MidWest Branch, and at the Rocky
Mountain Branch, there are new Co-Presidents, James & Lisa Robertson.
Total overseas Branch membership reported at the end of July is 771 members, with 339 Society
subscriptions paid through the branch treasurers.
This year in April, we updated the Branch Charter Certificate at each branch to reflect the change
from the Guarantee Company to a Scottish Charity. Now all are updated.
Within the last year, John and I visited the Gulf Coast Branch on November 11 and attended the
highland games in Biloxi, Mississippi and their AGM, and on May 19 – 20, we visited the South
Branch to attend the Smokey Mountains Highland Games in Tennessee.
The Clan Society’s Facebook page has grown to nearly 2000 users. This media continues to be a
resource for interacting with current and prospective members. There are 12 of the Clan Branches
which now have their own Facebook page; Texas, South, MidWest, Gulf Coast, Pacific Northwest, Victoria, Australia, Upper Mid-West, Florida, Southern California, the Carolinas, MidAtlantic, and Rocky Mountains.
At the end of this year, John and I will retire. Next year, 2019, is my ninth and final year as International Vice Chairperson. The Council has granted permission to use the ninth year to share the
position with Suzi McNutt, and we will serve as Co-IVCs. I will continue to work with the overseas branches and Suzi will interact with the Clan Council. I will copy Suzi on all communications
with the branches, so that if she chooses to accept the position in the following year, she will be
prepared, but I would like to continue to work with the overseas branches as long as I am physically able. Suzi, please stand.
Respectfully submitted,
Christy Duncan Lange
International Vice Chairperson
August 18, 2018
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Davenport Games and AGM Pictures

Clan Donnachaidh—Parade of Tartans Davenport
Games

Mike Reid keeps everyone entertained at the
weapons table

Live Blacksmith demonstration nearby

2018 CDSUM AGM—Davenport IA—Thunder Bay
Pictured Left to Right Back row
Russ Read, Gordon Wilber, Sally Olsen, Tiffany Kuhl, Dick Robertson, Ben Kuhl, Patricia Wilber, Mary Jane Robertson, Mike Reid, Mike Reid Jr., John Reid, Liz Reid
Pictured Left to Right Front Row
Jessie Read, Lynn Wood, Braden Kuhl, Brenda Robertson & Briella Kuhl, Bobby Robertson
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Presidents Message
The holiday season is almost upon us and a lot has gone on in the weeks since the last Clish. Russ
and Jesse Read have sold their home and are traveling the country. They have a wonderful trailer to
live in that they can take wherever they want to go. I believe they are currently in Florida. That did
leave us with a bit of a problem as Russ was the Quartermaster for the clan, taking care of all the
equipment and materials that we have for use at all the games we attend. Russ has resigned this position to enable his traveling and we wish them well in their new adventures. As for the equipment,
the clan purchased a 5’x8’ enclosed trailer to house it all. I have secured a parking place in the parking lot at The Chicago Curling Club near where I live so the trailer and the clan stuff is currently taken care of. A fair amount of planning will be needed to see how we will move forward with getting
set up for games next season.
In other news, our VP from Michigan, Luke Robertson, has proposed that we hold the Annual General Meeting next year in conjunction with the St. Andrews Society of Detroit’s Highland Games in
Livonia MI. The site of the games is in Greenmead Historical Park. The Detroit games are the oldest
ongoing games in the country. The next year’s games will mark the 170th year for the Detroit
games. Traditionally the games are on the first Saturday in August. The Friday evening before the
games there is a Ceilidh (party) at the host hotel that I have been told is awesome and not to be
missed. Free shuttle service to and from the party has been provided in the past. Luke and I will be
putting together a more formal plan for this event. I think this would be a wonderful opportunity for
a clan gathering. There are many tourist attractions nearby that would make it possible to make this
weekend into a vacation. I would love to hear back from all of you if you think this might work for
you. My contact info is as follows: Email-jreidsaw2@gmail.com and Phone- 847-409-1644.
The last thing I would like to touch on is regarding membership. The reality we are facing right now
is many of the members who have made our branch the wonderful group it is are getting to a point in
their lives that they are ready to start slowing down. We need people to step up and fill the vacant
board positions. Currently the Quartermaster position is unfilled. Also, this is the last year our current secretary and the membership chairperson will be serving. All three positions need to be filled.
We have implemented a new on-line system to facilitate member sign ups and information transfer,
so it would be advantageous for the new membership chair (whom ever that might be) to be able to
work with Patricia to learn how the system works. Patricia says this new system will really make this
position easier. Let’s all work at finding new, younger and potentially active members to continue
the rich history of our clan branch.
I think I have given you enough to consider for this issue of the Clish so, in closing, HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
John W. Reid
John W. Reid
Branch President
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Clan Donnachaidh Society
Upper Midwest
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest History

CLAN OFFICERS
JOHN REID, PRESIDENT
MIKE REID, TREASURER , V.P.-ILLINOIS
PATRICIA WILBER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
LYNN WOOD, SECRETARY
BOB ROBERTSON, V.P.-ILLINOIS
KATHY HART, V.P.- INDIANA
BOB DUNCAN, V.P.– IOWA
RUSS READ, V.P.– WISCONSIN
LUKE ROBERTSON, V.P.– MICHIGAN
JON CARLSON, V.P.- MINNESOTA
GORDON WILBER, PRES. EMERITUS
BEN KUHL, PUBLICISIT & WEBMASTER
JAMES ROBERTSON WARD , NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CLAN TRUSTEES
JESSIE READ
TIFFANY KUHL
PATRICIA WILBER

CLAN COUNCIL
CLAN OFFICERS & TRUSTEES, PLUS
DICK & BRENDA ROBERTSON
MARY JANE ROBERTSON
LIZ REID

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest (CDSUM) was established in
1986 by Gordon and Patricia Wilber along with Joanne Reid and Phillis
Anderson. They initially gathered about 12 people the Wilber’s town
house in Hoffman Estates to begin the task creating Clan Donnachaidh
Upper Midwest.
The first thing they did was man a table at the Scottish Fair in the Irish
American Center in Chicago. There more people signed up. By the end
of 1986 the by-laws were written and Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper
Midwest was officially established!
Clan Donnachaidh Society, Pacific Northwest donated 3 dirks, which
were raffled to raise funds for the newly established society. Since that
time, the clan created the Clishmaclaver for all Clan members to keep up
to date with Clan activities. Gordon and Patricia also began the "Taste of
Scotland" at their home. This gave everyone a reason to get together,
sample authentic Scottish foods, and of course, a dram or two of single
malt scotch.
In February 1990, Gordon and Patricia along with Marge Hale and the
rest of the CDSUM members hosted the North American Conference of
Clan Donnachaidh Presidents in Chicago. Alexander Gilbert Haldane
Robertson of Struan (Chief of Clan Donnachaidh) found out about the
event and wished to participate, which he did. Struan also returned in
February 1993 for a 5 branch tour to kick off the centenary year. Our
members represented CDSUM well during the Celebration in Pitlochry
Scotland.
CDSUM turned twenty five in 2011 with a celebration dinner on the
Milwaukee River. The event was arranged by Russ and Jessie Read. This
year we celebrated our Thirtieth anniversary with a luncheon cruise on
the Illinois River at Peoria.
Since its founding, CDSUM has continued to grow. We have active
members in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
and Wisconsin. We currently man CDSUM tents at nine games across
our territory.

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest
James Robertson Ward, Clishmaclaver editor
893 Saddlewood Drive
Glen Ellyn IL 60137

