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 By James Robertson Ward, Editor, The Clishmaclaver  

  Two of our Branch Territory metropolitan cities—Chicago and 

Milwaukee--will host “Burns Night” events. Scots from near and far 

will enjoy special fare at their favorite Scottish restaurant. Toasts will 

be made to Scotland’s National Bard -Robert Burns.  

 

 January 25th is the actual birth date, but custom has it that the 

nearest Saturday is the usual celebrated date. However, to spread the 

enjoyment, another nearby weekend date may be chosen. For example, 

Milwaukee has two sponsoring societies and has events on the 26th of 

January and the 10th of February. (Details on pages 2 through 5.)  

 

  After a busy 2018 Highland Games program, 2019 promises to 

repeat with hopes for good weather and use of our new trailer to carry 

games equipment to various venues. A meeting of the Spring Clan 

Council will be setting the dates.  

Clan Members Celebrate Burns Birthday 

With Ceremony and Dining Experiences 

(Left) The best known 

portrait of Burns 

 

By Alexander Nasmythk, 

1787 Courtesy Wikipedia 

Encyclopedia.       
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Chicago Scots Select New Format for Burns  

Night Celebration With “Free” Admission  

            A different type of program will use a “tribute” format for 2019! Over the 

years, the Chicago Scots organization has consistently received requests to host a 

less formal event. This year they are asking you to join them on January 30th, 

Wednesday at Martyrs’ in Wrigleyville for a memorable tribute to Robert Burns. 

The evening promises a fun night of poetry and music with no admission charge 

save “passing the hat” to benefit the primary charity of Chicago Scots—Caledonia 

Senior Living in North Riverside.  

 

  Guests will be on their own dime to order 

what they like from the kitchen and the bar Martyrs’ 

has seating for 150 guests and the start time is 6 p.m.

—plus the fun continues afterward. There will be a 

special performance Of the Scottish American band, 

John Ballantynes Crazy Heart (featuring Chicago 

Scots President Gus Noble) and their unique brand of 

house-rocking honky-tonk.  

 

 The evening promises plenty of poetry, song, 

bagpipes, and Scottish fun. Toasts will be raised to 

the Haggis, the Lads and Lassies, as well as the im-

mortal Memory of Robert Burns.  

 The oldest charity in the state of Illinois, the Chicago Scots organization 

creates events and initiatives to entertain, educate and promote Scottish culture. 

That includes the Scottish Festival & Highland Games which in 2018 featured the 

largest bagpiping championship in North America.  

 Martyrs’ address is 3855 North Lincoln Avenue, Chicago. It is located in 

what was a former post office building and is now one of Chicago’s top music 

venues. The date is Jan.30th , 6 p.m.        
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 Robert Burns  
  

(a man who will never disappoint you)  

 

 Requests the pleasure of your presence at the  

 Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee’s 30th  

 Traditional Robert Burns Supper   

Sunday, February 10, 2019  

 

Place: Klemmer’s Williamsburg Inn,10401 W. Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI  

 5:00 – Fou and Unco Happy Hour (Reception and Cocktails)  

 5:30 – Supper (meal choices to be made with your reservation)  

 

Whiskey Marinated Sirloin or Cod Almadine  

 

Plus – entertainment, haggis, raffle, a piper and much, much more!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Reminder: Wearing the kilt is optional but welcome.  

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Reservation Form  

 
I am enclosing a check/money order payable to “Robert Burns Club – Milwaukee”  

for $____for ___reservations for the Feb. 10 Burns Supper at $25 per dinner.  

Dinner choice: ____Whiskey Marinated Sirloin _____Cod Almandine.  

Name_____________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________  

City_________________ State ________Zip__________  

Phone__________________E-Mail______________________  

 

Reservations with dinner choice MUST be received no later than Feb. 1, 2019.  

Cancellations MUST be received by Feb. 5th, 2019. Call 262.792.1405 for  

information: Send check and reservation form to: Robert Burns Club % Ian Day,  

650 B McHenry Circle, Brookfield, WI 53045-3636  
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2019 ROBERT BURNS BANQUET  

 

Sponsored by Saint Andrew’s Society of the City of Milwaukee 

Saturday January 26th 2019  

Wisconsin Club, 900 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee.  

 

Free Valet Parking Available Cost: $65 per person  

 

5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Cocktails. Banquet begins at 6:30 p.m.  

MENU  

 

.Boneless Angus Short Ribs of Beef with caramelized onions and a classic caber-

net bordelaise, paired with Shore Lunch Atlantic Salmon, pan seared and resting 

atop a sauté of red jacket potatoes, bacon, fresh corn and red peppers. Finished 

with champagne asparagus.  

 

.Vegetarian pasta meal option, or a gluten-free meal option, are available by re-

quest.*  

 

.Baby Turtle Ice Cream Pie (A sorbet dessert option is available by request*)  

 

*The vegetarian pasta, gluten-free entrée, or sorbet dessert options must be or-

dered by Jan. 22, 2019  

 

ENTERTAINMENT  

 

.Billy Mitchell Pipe Band and the Caledonian Scottish Dancers  

.Atlantic Wave  

 

Reservations Available only advance purchase prior to January 22nd, 2019  

 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS AND PAY ON LINE:  

 

www.saintandrewsmilwaukee.org/tickets OR reserve seating by contacting Tom  

Westgaard at (414 421-1598 and then send your check (payable to Saint Andrews  

Society to: Tom Westgaard, Treasurer, PO Box210288 Mdilwaukee, WI 53221- 

8005. You will receive a receipt in the mail after payment.  
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Chicagoland suburban burns night  

Nicht Wi’ Burns  
 

Commemorating Scotland’s Greatest Poet, Robert Burns, on his 260th birthdate  

 

 Saturday, January 26, 2019  
 Grand Ballroom of the Oak Lawn Hilton – 9333 S. Cicero Ave., Oak Lawn, IL  

 

  

 New Start Time!!!  

 

Cash Bar 5:00 p.m.      Pipe Band 5:45 p.m.       Program Start 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Our 50th Year  
 1969-2019  

 Thistle & Heather Highland Dancers  

 Toasts to the Lads and Lassies  

 And much, much, more…  

 Tribute to Robert Burns          

 Chicago Stockyard Kilty Pipe Band           

 “Address to a Haggis”          

Bring a guest – or eight – and help us keep  

 Burns’ memory and Scottish traditions alive!  
  

Email nichtwiburns@gmail.com 
to be added to our invitation list  

  

PLEASE FORWARD TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY!  



“Forward into 2019”—A look back at Clan 

Donnachaidh Society 2018 
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 This year has passed quickly and time for the holidays has arrived. Personnel at the Clan Donnachaidh 

Centre in Bruar is the same with Catriona Macaulay as Clan Secretary, Membership Secretary. Her email ad-

dress changed in October to: secretary@clandonnachaidh.net Gillespie Robertson, is our Council Chairman 

with Donald Reid as the new Vice Chairman, and a new member of Council this year is John Duncan from 

Alabama.  

 

 The exciting current project for all of us this year was the purchase of our clan chapel, Struan Kirk. It 

was announced at the 2018 AGM that the purchase of Struan Kirk was successfully completed. Estimates are 

being taken for necessary repairs and maintenance costs and the work will likely begin in the Spring. Please 

continue the fund raising efforts by your branch as the repairs will be costly and our help is needed. For up-

dates regarding this project, visit the society’s website at this link: http://www.donnachaidh.com/kirk.html  

 

 The unique Clan Gathering in 2018 was a great success. About 50 members from the overseas branch-

es attended the Gathering in Scotland to honor Chief Gilbert Robertson of Struan on his 35th year as Clan 

Donnachaidh Chief and his 80th birthday. Approximately 125 people attended a fabulous dinner and ceilidh at 

the Atholl Palace on August 18. The evening included a few stories to “roast” Struan by Chairman, Gillespie 

Robertson; Historian, James Irvine Robertson; and past Chairman, Duncan Huie. Your Branch Card and gift 

were presented to Struan. Everyone enjoyed the lively band with Scottish music and country dancing. Photos 

and comments from members who attended will be featured in the 2019 Clan Annual.  

 

 For those of you who are Facebook users, please visit our page, The Clan Donnachaidh Society (cover 

photo is a drawing of the Clan Centre in Scotland). The picture at the top of our page is a great photo taken in 

Clan Donnachaidh country with a view of the mountain, Schiehallion, and Loch Rannoch in the foreground. 

This is a great site for people who post  requests for information on our clan and many have been directed to a 

nearby branch or  received directions on how to become a member of the clan society. The current number of  

users is 2073. It is important that we support the Clan Centre and Museum for 2019. Our donations are needed 

to support the Clan Donnachaidh Museum where hundreds of ancestral artifacts must be preserved for our 

children and grandchildren and for the future of Clan Donnachaidh. A nicely decorated collection jar at your 

clan tent will encourage your members to drop in their coins. All donations are welcome at the Clan Centre at 

any time during the year.  

 

 As announced earlier, my ninth year in the position of IVC and member of Council will expire at the 

end of 2019. I have been asked by the Council Chairman to consider extending that time and the options will 

be discussed during the year. At some point, I had hoped to include Suzi McNutt in the position so we could 

share the duties. Please be assured that I will not abandon you! I care deeply for you and for the success of all 

the branches. I’m here to help you in any way.  

  

 Thank you for your faithful dedication to the Upper Midwest Clan Donnachaidh Branch. sincerely 

appreciate the time you share with me as we work together to grow Clan Donnachaidh worldwide. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact me any time. I love hearing from you.  

 

 My family sends greetings to your family for a prosperous, healthful New Year.. 

 

Best wishes to all,  

  

Christy Duncan Lange  

International Vice Chairperson  

donnaIVC8@jclange.com  



John W. Reid 

John W. Reid 

Branch President 

 Happy New Year to all.  Last year was a significant year for 

Clan Donnachaidh.  The purchase of the Struan Kirk in Scotland 

was a huge, and will be, a great asset for the clan.  There is still a 

lot of refurbishing and upgrading to be done.  Our branch’s dona-

tion to the Kirk will be made this year to help with this ongoing 

project. 

 

 As I mentioned in my last letter our branch purchased a 

trailer to store and maybe transport the materials used at the High-

land Games we attend.   This was a significant upgrade for us.  We 

still need someone who can act as quartermaster to manage the 

trailer and the contents. 

 

 Again, I want to thank all of you who acted as hosts for the 

games in your area.  We had a wonderful year at the games and 

won best clan display at the Milwaukee games.  I hope we can con-

tinue to be a significant player at the games in our branch area and 

with your help I know we can.  As soon as I can finalize a date with 

the Chicago Curling Club’s availability, I will be announcing the 

plans for this year’s council meeting where we will finalize our 

plans for the upcoming year. 

 

 In closing I would like to share a short story about Bobby Burns.  As you know, soon 

there will be celebration dinners for Bobby’s birthday.  A year ago this past November while 

curling in Scotland, we had the opportunity to visit the Burns Museum.  While there I learned 

that Burns also had a very different side.  In addition to all the love poetry he was famous for, 

he also was associated with several books of extremely bawdy poetry.  There was a display of 

this side of Bobby at the museum and the only books that were sold out at the museum store 

were the collections of the bawdy poetry.  After I returned to the states, I had to go on-line to 

buy one.  I was told that The Merry Muses of Caledonia was the best-selling book in the Burns’ 

Museum store and they could not keep it in stock.  I’ll try to remember to bring my copy of the 

book to all the games I attend.  On that little side-bar, I think I will close.   

 See you all at the games this year! 

Presidents Message 
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Clan Donnachaidh Society  

Upper Midwest  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest History  
 

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest (CDSUM) was established in 

1986 by Gordon and Patricia Wilber along with Joanne Reid and Phillis 

Anderson. They initially gathered about 12 people the Wilber’s town 

house in Hoffman Estates to begin the task creating Clan Donnachaidh 

Upper Midwest.  

 

The first thing they did was man a table at the Scottish Fair in the Irish 

American Center in Chicago. There more people signed up. By the end 

of 1986 the by-laws were written and Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper 

Midwest was officially established!  

 

Clan Donnachaidh Society, Pacific Northwest donated 3 dirks, which 

were raffled to raise funds for the newly established society. Since that 

time, the clan created the Clishmaclaver for all Clan members to keep up 

to date with Clan activities. Gordon and Patricia also began the "Taste of 

Scotland" at their home. This gave everyone a reason to get together, 

sample authentic Scottish foods, and of course, a dram or two of single 

malt scotch.  

 

In February 1990, Gordon and Patricia along with Marge Hale and the 

rest of the CDSUM members hosted the North American Conference of 

Clan Donnachaidh Presidents in Chicago. Alexander Gilbert Haldane 

Robertson of Struan (Chief of Clan Donnachaidh) found out about the 

event and wished to participate, which he did. Struan also returned in 

February 1993 for a 5 branch tour to kick off the centenary year. Our 

members represented CDSUM well during the Celebration in Pitlochry 

Scotland.  

 

CDSUM turned twenty five in 2011 with a celebration dinner on the 

Milwaukee River. The event was arranged by Russ and Jessie Read. This 

year we celebrated our Thirtieth anniversary with a luncheon cruise on 

the Illinois River at Peoria.  

 

Since its founding, CDSUM has continued to grow. We have active 

members in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin. We currently man CDSUM tents at nine games across 

our territory.  

WWW.CLANDONNACHAIDH.ORG  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest  
James Robertson Ward, Clishmaclaver editor  

893 Saddlewood Drive  

Glen Ellyn IL 60137  

 
CLAN OFFICERS  

 
JOHN REID, PRESIDENT  

MIKE REID, TREASURER ,  V.P.-ILLINOIS 

PATRICIA WILBER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
LYNN WOOD, SECRETARY  

BOB ROBERTSON, V.P.-ILLINOIS  

KATHY HART, V.P.- INDIANA  

BOB DUNCAN, V.P.– IOWA  

RUSS READ, V.P.– WISCONSIN  

LUKE ROBERTSON, V.P.– MICHIGAN  
JON CARLSON, V.P.- MINNESOTA  

GORDON WILBER, PRES. EMERITUS  

BEN KUHL, PUBLICISIT & WEBMASTER 
JAMES ROBERTSON WARD , NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

CLAN TRUSTEES  

 
JESSIE READ  

TIFFANY KUHL  

PATRICIA WILBER  
 

CLAN COUNCIL  

 
CLAN OFFICERS & TRUSTEES, PLUS  

DICK & BRENDA ROBERTSON  

MARY JANE ROBERTSON  
LIZ REID 


