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NEW MEMBERS IN 2020 
 
A special welcome to: 
 
Justin Robertson—IL 
Duffy Duncan—MI 
Megan Robertson—MN 
Richard Scott—MI 
Ruth DuFresne—MI 
Albert Cross—IN 
Steve Rawnsley—IL 
Scott Wilson—OH 
Jeremiah Spiller—CA 
 
WELCOME TO CDSUM! 

Highland Games Transform  
During COVID 

 Yes most of the Highland Games were cancelled this year, 
but some decided to go a different route. The Chicago Scots set up 
the first ever “Virtual Scottish Festival & Highland Games” in 
Itasca, IL. Other larger venues across the nation also set up virtual 
events.  
 
 Viewers could sit at home and watch the “Games” from the 
comfort of their own La-Z-Boy! The “Games” were free too all and 
provided a series of short video clips and interviews over Scottish 
history, music, dancing and even yes some athletic displays. If you 
are at all having Scottish withdrawals I highly recommend you visit 
the facebook page of the Chicago Scots today at: facebook.com/
ChicagoScotsIL/ and view the entire event (free of charge). 

By Benjamin Kuhl 
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Farewell James Robertson Ward—Mar sin leat.  

Many of you knew James (Jim) as our Newsletter Editor since 
2007 but he’s been an active member of our society since 1990, 
almost since the beginning. James has also been an active trav-
eler and used his connections and experiences to help bring fun 
and exciting events to the members of Clan Donnachaidh.  
 
In 1993 James helped bring Struan and Bridget to America in 
the “Upper Midwest Five Society Tour.” Struan and Bridget 
were met at O’Hare Airport with bagpipes and crossed clay-
mores (swords) at the American Airlines concourse. 
 
Because of James vast knowledge of the travel industry and his 
personal connections within that industry, he was instrumental 
in the 1993 Clan Donnachaidh Upper Midwest trip to Scotland 
for the centenary celebration at Pitlochry. 
 
James traveled extensively to 

games throughout the Midwest every Summer. In 2007 
James stepped up to become Editor of the Clishmaclaver 
and has been creating articles and taking pictures at games 
and events ever since. Jim’s friendly face could always be 
seen at the games and gatherings in Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Illinois and Iowa, all the way up to 2019 where he 
celebrated his 98th birthday! 

 
Please join us in 
saying goodbye to 
Jim. Jim  you will be missed!  
 
Mar sin leat.  

 

AGM Peoria , IL - 2016 

CDSUM  2017 AGM  (Davenport, Iowa) 
Jim is front right 

Milwaukee 2012 Dinner Cruise.. Jim is front left 

1921-2020 

Thank you Patricia and Gordon for your memories and your help 
in putting  this together for Jim. 
- Ben Kuhl 
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The AGM of Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest 
August 3, 2019 

Livonia, Michigan 
 

Attendees: Bob and Kathy Hart, Russ and Jessie Read, John and Liz Reid, Luke 
and Pagen Robertson, Gordon and Patricia Wilber, and Lynn Wood. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, John Reid. He welcomed everyone 
and commended Luke and Pagan on their hard work and commitment toward the 
growth of Clan Donnachaidh in Michigan. Clan Donnachaidh was the honored 
games this year at Livonia and the winner of the Clan Tent Award.  
 
President Reid relinquished the gavel to President Emeritus, Gordon Wilber, for 
election of Officers and Council Members. 

The following council member’s terms ended this year: 
Jessie Read 
John Reid 
Mike Reid 
Bob Robertson 
Luke Robertson 
Mary Jane Robertson 
Lynn Wood  

 
The Trustees reported that Bob and Mary Jane Robertson, after many years of ser-
vice to the council, are not able to serve another term. Jessie and Russ Read are 
not able to serve on council due to their extensive travels. The Nomination Com-
mittee made the following recommendation for council members for the term of 
2019-2021. 

John Reid 
Mike Reid 
Luke Robertson 
Lynn Wood 

Those nominated were elected unanimously. There were no nomination ns from 
the floor. 
 
Officers elected were: 

John Reid, President 
Mike Reid, Treasurer 
Patricia Wilber, Secretary 

Board of Trustee changes: 
 Resignation of Jessie Reid. 
 Nomination and approval of Pagan Robertson as the newest trustee. 
 

(Continued on next page) 



AGM (Continued from previous page) 
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The gavel was returned to John Reid, president, to preside over the remainder of 
the meeting.  
 
The Minutes from the 2018 Annual General Meeting were distributed by Secre-
tary Lynn Wood and were approved as published.  
 
The Treasurer, Mike Reid, was not in attendance; however, John Reid reported 
our finances are in good order and our accounts are in the black.  
 
Luke Robertson agreed to be the Clan Donnachaidh Upper Midwest Quarter 
Master.   
 
With the position of VP for Illinois vacant, President Reid will pursue resources 
to fill this vacancy. 
 
Patricia Wilber tended her resignation as membership chair. President Reid sug-
gested, with electronic membership now in place, a membership chair is no 
longer necessary.  
 
This year he will investigate the feasibility of accepting credit cards at the 
games for registering new members, as well as membership renewals.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm.  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

Lynn W.ood 
Lynn F. Wood, Secretary 
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 The word Druid means something to the effect of “oak seer” or “oak knower” and is the 
male title for a caste in the ancient Celtic tribes. The female counter part is known as a Banduri; 
“Ban” meaning female and “Duri” meaning Oak Wisdom. Taken from this, it is understood that 
they practiced what was called Eagna An Darach “Wisdom of the Oaks”.  

 
Wisdom of the Oaks is and was a polytheistic belief system focused on nature and nature 

spirits, who are also known as Faeries or people of the Sidhe. It is founded on three fundamental 
spiritual beliefs; that there is an “Otherworld” parallel to our own, connected by pathways to our 
world called the “Inbetween” and that the Otherworld is a spiritual reflection of our world that fol-
lows a cycle of life, death and rebirth (reincarnation).  

 
The Celts were a polytheistic people who honored multiple Gods and Goddesses connected 

to nature and the land. The caste of “Druid” was recorded in ancient Irish law called Brehon Law 
and is the oldest surviving legal code. The primary occupation of the Druid Caste was Brehon 
“Judge”, Priest, Bard and Educator. Any person who achieved the highest level of learning in their 
field was called Ollamh (pronounced Ullav) meaning Professor. 

  
There are three particular places that are known to have been “Druid Homes”; Ireland, The 

Isle of Anglesey off the coast of Wales and Orkney Island, Scotland. This way of life lasted for 
thousands of years before the conversion to Christianity (Catholicism).  In roughly 57 AD the Ro-
mans invaded and slaughtered the Druids of the Island of Anglesey or Mona, as it was known and 
in roughly 432 AD Ireland converted to Catholicism. Orkney Island was taken by the Vikings in 
roughly 900 AD and converted to Catholicism by 950 AD. As for the rest of Scotland; the king-
dom of Fortriu (Caledonian, Northern Scotland) merged with the Kingdom of Dal Riata (Gael, 
Southern Scotland) to form the Kingdom of Alba in 840 AD. Between 432 AD and 840 AD Scot-
land was the last Celtic Nation to except Catholicism and was the last Druid Home.  

 
Coinneach Mac Ailpein, or Kenneth MacAlpin the first King of Alba was a Ui Neil 

(Northern Gael) descended from Neil of the Nine Hostages. Neil was a descendent of Conn of the 
Hundred Battles, son of Lir (Tuatha De Danann, Irish Sea God). Our Clan Donnachaidh descends 
from Kenneth I. The Tuatha De Danann “Children of Danu” are the “First Tribe” of the Gael Celts 
and are still worshipped today as Ancestor Gods. They are part of Irish Mythology and Irish/Gael 
hereditary lineage.  

 
By 1300 AD the Kingdom of Alba became officially known as Scotland. Due to the “Druid 

Revival” in the late 1700’s; Druidry is still being practiced today under three main branches. Druid 

Revivalists are largely “Christian Druids”, “Neopagan Druids” who view Druidry as more of a 

spirituality than a religion and lastly “Druid Reconstructionalists” who seek to practice Druidry as 

close to the ancient form as possible. There are millions of Druids and Banduri now globally and 

many of us view Druidry as an essential part of Celtic history and culture.     

A Short History of the Druids 
 

By Caleb Erb 
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Recipe for Elderberry Mead  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ancient Celts drank wine and Chouchen “Mead” and considered it a sacred 
drink. It was said that Elderberry Mead was Faerie wine and allowed the Celts to 
converse with them in a sacred trance of drunkenness. 
 

18 lbs of honey per 5 gallons 
8 oz. dried Elderberries (rehydrated) 
5 gallons of purified spring water 
1 package of all-purpose wine yeast 
3 pints (1500 ML) of Blackberry Brandy  

 
 Rehydrate Elderberries over night with about 1 quarter of a gallon of water. 

Mix 6 lbs of honey with the remainder of the 5 gallons of water. Heat the water to 

mix the honey. Add the rehydrated elderberries with any excess water. Let it cool 

to between 60 and 70 degrees Fahrenheit. Hydrate and add the wine yeast. Let this 

ferment for about 3 weeks to a month. Mix 6 lbs of honey with 3 pints of black-

berry brandy and add it to the batch. Let this ferment about another month. Siphon 

and strain out the batch. Add 6 lbs of honey to back sweeten. Let it settle for two 

weeks in the brewing carboy before bottling. Recipe makes about two cases (12 x 

750 ML) of Fortified Mead. 
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Rumbleadathumps is a dish much like the Irish (Colcannon), made with mash 

potato, onion and cabbage and baked with cheddar cheese over the top. It can be served 
with a roast at dinner or with eggs for breakfast. This recipe takes the basic Rumblede-
thumps and embellishes it with sweet potatoes, green onions, apples and bacon. 

 
3 large white potatoes 
2 large sweet potatoes 
1 large white onion 
About a dozen or so green onions 
½ a head of cabbage 
2 sweet red (honeycrisp) apples 
12 oz package of bacon 
16 oz sharp cheddar (shredded) 
1 stick of butter 

 
Peal, cut up, boil and strain the white potatoes and sweet potatoes for mashing. 

Partially cook the bacon (as crunchy as personally preferred). Leave the bacon grease 
in the pan and add the stick of butter. Chop up the white onion, green onions and half a 
head of cabbage and cook in the pan on a low to medium heat with a lid until cooked 
soft. Mix the mashed potatoes with the greens, butter and grease. Peal and cut the ap-
ples into quarter size pieces and mix in the chopped bacon and apples into the mash 
and cabbage. Spread it evenly in a baking dish and cover with the shredded cheddar 
cheese. Bake it for 30 minutes on 375; serve and enjoy!   

Embellished Rumbledethumps 



John W. Reid 

John W. Reid 
Branch President 

Presidents Message 
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Up front warning, this will be a short message from 
me. The Corona Virus has had a drastic effect on 
Scottish activities this year. All the Highland Games 
in which we have participated in the past have been 
cancelled. I am really missing going to the games 
and seeing all our fellow clan members, also sharing 
a little Scotch. I can sip the Scotch at home but it is 
not the same as being with friends and fellow clan 
members. 

Last year at about this time, we were at the Livonia 
games where we were basking in a double award 
day. Clan Donnachaidh was recognized as the hon-
ored clan at the games and we were also awarded the 
trophy as the best Clan Display. That award was due 
to the efforts of Luke and Pagan Robertson. My 
thanks again go out to them. 

Hopefully by next year the pandemic will be behind us and we can get back to 
the fun and excitement of the Highland Games. Until then hunker down and 
stay safe. 



 

Clan Donnachaidh Society  
Upper Midwest  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest History  
 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest (CDSUM) was established in 
1986 by Gordon and Patricia Wilber along with Joanne Reid and Phillis 
Anderson. They initially gathered about 12 people the Wilber’s town 
house in Hoffman Estates to begin the task creating Clan Donnachaidh 
Upper Midwest.  
 
The first thing they did was man a table at the Scottish Fair in the Irish 
American Center in Chicago. There more people signed up. By the end 
of 1986 the by-laws were written and Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper 
Midwest was officially established!  
 
Clan Donnachaidh Society, Pacific Northwest donated 3 dirks, which 
were raffled to raise funds for the newly established society. Since that 
time, the clan created the Clishmaclaver for all Clan members to keep up 
to date with Clan activities. Gordon and Patricia also began the "Taste of 
Scotland" at their home. This gave everyone a reason to get together, 
sample authentic Scottish foods, and of course, a dram or two of single 
malt scotch.  
 
In February 1990, Gordon and Patricia along with Marge Hale and the 
rest of the CDSUM members hosted the North American Conference of 
Clan Donnachaidh Presidents in Chicago. Alexander Gilbert Haldane 
Robertson of Struan (Chief of Clan Donnachaidh) found out about the 
event and wished to participate, which he did. Struan also returned in 
February 1993 for a 5 branch tour to kick off the centenary year. Our 
members represented CDSUM well during the Celebration in Pitlochry 
Scotland.  
 
CDSUM turned twenty five in 2011 with a celebration dinner on the 
Milwaukee River. The event was arranged by Russ and Jessie Read. This 
year we celebrated our Thirtieth anniversary with a luncheon cruise on 
the Illinois River at Peoria.  
 
Since its founding, CDSUM has continued to grow. We have active 
members in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin. We currently man CDSUM tents at nine games across 
our territory.  

WWW.CLANDONNACHAIDH.ORG  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest  
James Robertson Ward, Clishmaclaver editor  
893 Saddlewood Drive  
Glen Ellyn IL 60137  

 
CLAN OFFICERS  
 
JOHN REID, PRESIDENT  
GORDON WILBER, PRES. EMERITUS  
MIKE REID, TREASURER ,  V.P.-ILLINOIS 
LYNN WOOD, SECRETARY  
KATHY HART, V.P.- INDIANA  
BOB DUNCAN, V.P.– IOWA  
VACANT, V.P.– WISCONSIN  
LUKE ROBERTSON, V.P.– MICHIGAN  
JON CARLSON, V.P.- MINNESOTA  
BEN KUHL, PUBLICISIT & WEBMASTER 
PAGAN ROBERTSON, NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

CLAN TRUSTEES  
 
TIFFANY KUHL  
PATRICIA WILBER  
PAGAN ROBERTSON 
 

CLAN COUNCIL  
 
CLAN OFFICERS & TRUSTEES, PLUS  
JOHN REID 
MIKE REID 
LUKE ROBERTSON 
LYNN WOOD 
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